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that they were giving him the ears to eat, they were
putting the hatchets upon his feet. If he refused to
eat, ‘“ Indeed,” said they, ‘‘ dost thou think thou art
master here?’’ and some added, ‘‘ For my part, I
believe thou wert the only [47] Captain in thy coun-
try. But let us see, wert thou not very cruel to pris-
oners; now just tell us, didst thou not enjoy burning
them? Thou didst not think thou wert to be treated
in the same way, but perhaps thou didst think thou
hadst killed all the Hurons? "’

Behold in part how passed the night, which was a
most dolorous one to our new Christian, and wonder-
fully harrowing to us, who compassionated all his
sufferings from the depths of our hearts. Yet a soul
closely united to God would have here a suitable oc-
casion to meditate upon the adorable mysteries of the
Passion of Our Lord, some image of which we had
before our eyes. One thing that consoled us was to
see the patience with which he bore all this pain. In
the midst of their taunts and jeers, not one abusive
or impatient word escaped his lips. Let us add this,
that God furnished to the Father Superior 3 or 4
excellent opportunities to preach his Holy name to
these barbarians, and to explain to them the Christian
truths. For when some one asked him if we felt
compassion for the prisoner, he affirmed that we did,
and that we greatly longed that he might be soon
delivered from his sufferings and go to Heaven, there
to be forever blest. This gave him occasion to speak
of the joys of Paradise and the grievous afflictions of
[48] Hell, and to show them that if they were cruel
to this poor wretch, the Devils were still more so to
the condemned. He told them that what they made
him endure was only a very rough picture of the tor-



